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Doubled over the past seven years

SPONSORED FUNDING RECORD

2025 VCU State of the Research

Increased societal impact, knowledge creation and innovation
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109% increase over 7 years

As an R1 university, what is 
VCU’s aspirational goal?

2025 VCU State of the Research

$750M-$1B

2030-35
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VCU’s FY24 research expenditures at $524M 
have more than doubled in just five years

VCU
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2025 VCU State of the Research
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VCU is rapidly outpacing other public research 
universities
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2025 VCU State of the Research

VCU Health sciences 
schools and departments 
rank in top 50 for NIH 
research funding

University 
rankings on the rise

In Virginia for licensing 
revenue and start-ups

VCU researchers in 
world’s top 2%

For research expenditures 
among APLU Coalition 
of Urban Serving 
Universities
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Clusters are inclusive of a team science-based 
approach that integrates basic, applied and 
translational research.

Advancing innovation 
through four strategic 
initiatives and 
overlapping research 
clusters

2025 VCU State of the Research
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ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT 
AND SUSTAINABILITY

Aerogel production at 
lower cost and increased 
safety in production

Reducing waste and 
improving supply chain 
resilience

Massimo Bertino, Ph.D.

Radhika Barua, Ph.D.

Katharine Tibbetts, Ph.D., 

Safer explosive reactions 
by limiting unintended 

detonations

Tackling the global energy 
and sustainability crisis

Puru Jena, Ph.D.
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ROBOTICS, MACHINE LEARNING 
AND VIRTUAL REALITY 

Michael D. Broda, Ph.D.
Chi-Nig (Nick) Chang, Ph.D.

Advancing the 
responsible and ethical 
use of machine learning

Testing new smart city 
technologies with 
OpenCyberCity Sherif Abdelwahed, Ph.D. Semi Ryu, Ph.D.

Improving palliative care 
through the use of virtual reality

Jarrod Reisweber, Psy.D., 

Leveraging VR treatment 
to combat addiction crisis 

among veterans
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Casey Grey, Ph.D.

B. Frank Gupton, Ph.D.

MEDICAL DEVICES 
AND DRUG DEVELOPMENT

Non-invasive inhaler 
for premature infants

Martin Mangino, Ph.D. 

More effective treatment 
for massive blood loss

Modified CPAP device 
for preterm infants

Increasing global drug 
access and affordability

Michael Hindle, Ph.D., 
Worth Longest, Ph.D.
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8,000+ RAMS ARE ENGAGED IN 
RESEARCH

Applied Arts Lab (undergraduate)
Bridging arts and technology into 
the fields of health sciences and 
engineering.

Advisors: Sterling Hundley and 
Jason Bennett

Akua Donkor (postdoc) 
Developing more effective sickle cell 

disease treatments

Advisor: Martin Safo, Ph.D.

James Vulcanoff (graduate student)
Investigating more efficient solar power 
energy production

Advisor: Lane Carasik, Ph.D.
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Serving Virginia through 
cutting-edge treatments and 
cures

1,197

2025 VCU State of the Research

3,433

735

12,000+
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Powering the next 
generation of technologies 
and startups

2025 VCU State of the Research
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109% increase over 7 years

What will it take to become a $1B 
research enterprise?

2025 VCU State of the Research

$750M-$1B

2030-35
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What will it take to 
become a $1B 
research 
enterprise?

2025 VCU State of the Research
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